
“Lighthouses don't 

fire cannons to call 

attention to their 

shining - they just 

shine.” 

-  D. L. Moody 

Praises 

• Progress on our resi-

dency cards.  

• Salvation of another 

teen!  

• Daily provision 

• Faithful supporters 

• A risen Savior!  

                            

Happy Easter!  

We are thankful for Easter for multiple reasons.  First and foremost, it 

marks the remembrance of the day that our Lord and Savior rose victori-

ous over death and defeated sin once and for all!  It is the most important 

day the world has ever seen, and as Christians, we should celebrate and 

remember this day with great hope and excitement!  Second, we always 

have an Easter program at church in which many come and hear the gos-

pel proclaimed through word and song.  We are praying that many will 

come to know Him this year.  The third reason we are thankful for Easter 

is that we get a much needed break from school.  We are looking forward 

to spending some quality time together as a family in Santo Domingo this 

year on a mini vacation.  These times are what help us continue on 

throughout the year, and we are very thankful to have them sprinkled 

throughout the year.   

Youth Group Update:  

Have you ever gone to a special meeting at another church and it was like 

the guest speaker knew you were coming and spoke directly to you?  Well 

that’s what happened to me (Steve) a couple of days ago.  We went to our 

friend and ministry partner’s (Pastor Miguel Mercedes) church on Satur-

day night to support and encourage him, but what actually happened is 

that we got supported and encouraged.  God gave me exactly what we 

had been missing in our youth group.  For several years now, we have 

been growing like wildfire, but there has always been something missing.  

Pastor Jeff Bartell from OH, was the guest speaker at Pastor Miguel’s 

church, and he preached a message from 2 Peter that revolutionized my 

thinking about the way we were building the youth group.  He laid out the 

Biblical plan for Christian growth and it was like a light bulb turned on in 

my mind.  The Bible says, “Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 

knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; 

and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 

brotherly kindness charity.”  The thing that I had never put together before  
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 Prayer Requests 

• The hearts of the Dominican 

people to be softened to the 

Gospel message  

• Our residency cards  

• Brownie Night/Youth Group 

• Team “DR Vision” 

• Las Palmas Christian 

School  

• Master’s Degree Studies  

• Two HUGE projects  

Is that all these things are in and ordered list.  This is the blueprint for spiritual 

growth.  Another thing that was eye opening was the study of the first word in 

the list, “Virtue.”  I have always had a basic knowledge of what virtue is, but to 

realize that it is the starting point for Christian growth was revolutionary.  Be-

fore someone can add knowledge, or what we might call discipleship, they 

need to show virtue, or a basic desire to do right.  One thing that we had been 

doing is trying to fill teen’s heads with knowledge before they showed a desire 

to do right.  The desire to do right is the beginning of the growth process, and 

I’m convinced that the reason many of our churches lose so many Christian 

school and youth group kids is that they have filled their minds with 

knowledge, but the kids never showed any virtue. We must help young people 

develop virtue before we try to disciple them, because without the desire to do 

right, the knowledge will not be useful.  I would LOVE to share the entire mes-

sage with you, and maybe I will next time I come to your church, but suffice it 

to say, that is the tip of iceberg.  It was a wonderful, transformative message, 

and I look forward to incorporating what I learned into our youth ministry.   

Two HUGE projects:   

The Lord has burdened my heart for two projects that are bigger than me.  

One is a new gymnasium at Las Palmas.  As the athletic director, I need to be 

a visionary in what we need going forward, and we have come to the place 

where we need a multi-purpose gymnasium.  We will use it for the sports pro-

gram, chapels, PE classes, and other large functions.  This is the most press-

ing facility need we have right now at Las Palmas.  

The second HUGE project that the Lord has placed on my heart is a youth 

center.  I cannot explain to you in this short newsletter how much the teens in 

our city need a safe place to come and hang out during the week.  Sin is ram-

pant in their homes and neighborhoods, and we need to give them a place to 

go.  We have the perfect location picked out and the building is for sale, but 

it’s going to have to be a God thing.   

Will you pray with us about these two HUGE projects?  

Family News:   

We hoped to have good news for you about our residency in this newsletter, 

but our 4+ year wait continues.  We have been told that it could be any day 

now that our residency cards will arrive, but we stopped holding our breath a 

long time ago.  Just to give you an idea of where we are in the process, they 

have cancelled our temporary residency in our passports and have issued us 

a piece of paper that states that our cards will be ready on February 23rd. . . 

today is March 27th.  The entire process has been like this, so we are used to 

it by now, but we are hoping and praying that the cards arrive very soon.  

Thank you to all of you who are praying along with us.  We hope to have good 

news for you in our next update.   
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Julia’s Birthday!  

 


