
Personal Update 

 
While there is so much going on in the ministry and God 
is certainly blessing, I (Julia) feel like I need to start 
with an update on Steve and his health.  Many of you 
know that he has been sick and in the hospital.  If you 
don’t already know this, let me fill you in on the details.  
On Saturday, Oct 18th, we enjoyed a birthday party for 
Carson, Callie, & Chloe, and everything seemed to be 
normal.  During the night, Steve was having back pain 
and by the next morning, wasn't sure he could even get 
up to go to church.  He braved through the pain, and 
went, but the pain continued.  Monday morning, I 
helped him get ready for school.  He was going to try to 
get there, and arrived in time for his first class.  On 
Tuesday, he could not move at all, and stayed in bed all 
day.  He started to have a fever on and off.  By Wednes-
day, we decided to get him to a chiropractor in Santo 
Domingo.  He went, but it did not seem to help and the 
pain was excruciating.  Our team nurse, Diana, was 
concerned about the fevers and sent Steve to have a 
urine test.  The numbers came back on Thursday and 
they indicated 
infection, so we 
decided to see 
a urologist in 
San Pedro.  The 
doctor found 
Steve had a kid-
ney infection, 
and admitted 
him to the clin-
ic. They also 
found a herniat-
ed disk and 
pinched sciatic 
nerve.  He was in the clinic until Sunday afternoon, 
when they determined the kidney infection was cleared 
up.  However, by Monday, the fevers continued and we 
knew there was something else wrong.  On Tuesday, 
we went to a hospital in Santo Domingo where they ver-
ified the kidney infection was gone, but there was defi-
nitely another problem.  After 4 days and 5 doctors,  

they discovered that there were two abscesses in the 
muscles next to the sciatic nerve.  He has been on anti-
biotics for almost 3 days now to try to penetrate the ab-
scesses.  After an ultrasound, it was determined that 
the abscesses are shrinking but still may require a mi-
nor surgery to drain and remove them.  We are waiting 
a couple of more days for more testing to know what 
will happen next.   
 
There was a little confusion on our Dominican insur-
ance, and our American medical insurance doesn’t cov-
er foreign medical costs until $10,000.  Please be in 
prayer as we will have some significant medical bills.  
We are trusting the Lord to provide and we know He 
will.   

Visa Update 

 
We should be hearing back on our “regularization” 
sometime in the next week or two.  Please be in daily, 
fervent prayer with us about this.  If we can obtain this 
special visa, we will not have to make yearly trips back 
to the US to renew it.  Please pray specifically that we 
find grace in the eyes of the government officials who 
will be reviewing and making the final decision on our 
papers.  I cannot stress to you enough how important 
this is to us.  Obviously, we know that the Lord has eve-
rything under control, and if He has other things in mind 
for us, then we are fine with that as well.   
 

 
Prayer Requests 

 Pray for Steve’s health 

 Pray for our Visa process. 

 Pray for the youth of San Pedro. 

 Pray for the Palms.  

 Pray for Team Dominican. 

 Pray for hearts of the Dominican 

people to be open to the gospel 
. 

Follow us on Facebook!   
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